COMPREHENSION 



DRACULA       

          ANALYSIS

Read the passage and then answer the questions that follow.
Lucy, Arthur’s fiancée has been bitten by a vampire and thus has become one herself. Arthur and his friends are in the vault where she lies in her coffin

 1.    
Arthur took the stake and the hammer, and when once his mind was set on action his hands never trembled nor even quivered. Van Helsing opened his missal and began to read, and Quincey and I followed as well as we could. Arthur placed the point over the heart, and as I looked I could see its dint in the white flesh. Then he struck with all his might.

2.
The Thing in the coffin writhed; and a hideous, blood-curdling screech came from the opened red lips. The body shook and quivered and twisted in wild contortions; the sharp teeth champed together till the lips were cut and the mouth was smeared with crimson foam. But Arthur never faltered. He looked like a figure of Thor as his untrembling arm rose and fell, driving deeper the mercy-bearing stake, whilst the blood from the pierced heart welled and spurted up around it. His face was set, and high duty seemed to shine through it; the sight of it gave us courage, so that our voices seemed to ring through the little vault.

3.
And then the writhing and quivering of the body became less, and teeth ceased to champ, and the face to quiver. Finally it lay still. The terrible task was over.

4.
The hammer fell from Arthur’s hand. He reeled and would have fallen had we not caught him. Great drops of sweat sprang out on his forehead, and his breath came in broken gasps. It had indeed been an awful strain on him; and had he not been forced to his task by more than human considerations he could never have gone through with it. For a few minutes we were so taken up with him that we did not look towards the coffin. When we did, however, a murmur of startled surprise ran from one to the other of us. We gazed so eagerly that Arthur rose, for he had been seated on the ground, and came and looked too; and then a glad,

strange light broke over his face and dispelled altogether the gloom of horror that lay upon it.

5.
There in the coffin lay no longer the foul ‘Thing’ that we had so dreaded and grown to hate that the work of her destruction was yielded as a privilege to the one best entitled to it; but Lucy as we had seen her in her life, with her face of unequalled sweetness and purity. True that there were there, as we had seen them in life, the traces of care and pain and waste; but these were all dear to us, for they marked her truth to what we knew. One and all we felt that the holy calm that lay sunshine over the wasted face and form was only an earthly token of the calm that was to reign forever.


6.
Van Helsing came and laid his hand on Arthur’s shoulder, and said to him:
 
“And now Arthur, my friend, dear lad, am I not forgiven?”
The reaction of the terrible strain came as he took the old man’s hand in his, and raising it to his lips, pressed it, saying:
 
“Forgiven! God bless you that you have given my dear one her soul again, and me peace.” He put his hands on the Professor’s shoulder, and laying his head on his breast, cried for a while silently, whilst we stood unmoving. When he raised his head Van Helsing said to him:
 
“And now, my child, you may kiss her. Kiss her dead lips if you will, as she would have you to, if for her to choose. For she is not a grinning devil now – not any more a foul Thing for all eternity. No longer she is the devil’s Un-Dead. She is God’s true dead, whose soul is with Him!”

7.
Arthur bent and kissed her, and then we sent him and Quincey out of the tomb; the Professor and I sawed the top off the stake, leaving the point of it in the body. Then we cut off the head and filled the mouth with garlic. We soldered up the leaden coffin, screwed on the coffin-lid, and gathering up our belongings, came away. When the Professor locked the door he gave the key to Arthur.
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A. Circle the meanings of the words as they are meant in context.
1. stake
a. money risked in gambling


b. a share or interest in something
c. a pointed piece of wood


d. a piece of toast

2. dint
a. hammer

b.  hole


c. indentation

d.  wood
3. might
a. maybe

b.  strength

c.  weakness

d. mouse
4. writhed
a. twisted and rolled violently


b. twisted and lolled speechlessly
c.twisted and turned unwaveringly


d. twisted and screeched loudly
5. blood-curdling
a. speechless

b.  untimely

c.  irrelevant

d.  spine-chilling
6. wild contortions
a. quick and terrifying movements of the arm
b. lithe and impressive movements of the whole body
c. terrifying and bewildering manipulation of the body
d. interesting and unwavering manipulation of the head
7. champed together
a. ground together vigorously

b. chomped on some grass
c. chattered loudly


d. fell to the ground
8. smeared (with)
a. twisted with

b.  curled with

c.  wavering with

d.  covered with
9. unwavering
a. waving

b.  steady

c.  unsteady

d.  left
10. mercy-bearing (stake)
a. the bearing of distress and pain
b. the mercy of distress and pain
c. the increase of distress and pain
d. the easing of distress and pain
11. welled and spurted up
a. fell and rolled away
b. rose up and gushed out
c. grabbed and ran away
d. lit up and shone through

12. reeled
a. pulled in a huge fish
b. staggered into the house
c. swayed from side to side
d. fell down in a swoon
13. dispelled
a. accelerated

b.  increased

c.  distracted

d.  dispersed
14. waste
a. strength

b.  devastation

c.  beauty

d.  ugliness
15. soldered up

a. closed using a soldier
   b.  closed using glue
c.  closed using screws
d.  closed using solder
B. Answer the following questions IN YOUR OWN WORDS as far as possible
1.  Read the passage straight through and then summarise it in 30-40 words.


      
        [3]
                         ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
3.  What is the relationship of these characters to each other?   




        [2]               

a. Arthur to Lucy _____________________________________________________________________


b.  Van Helsing, Quincey and the writer to Arthur _____________________________________________
4a. Read the first three paragraphs again. The description of Arthur driving the stake through his beloved Lucy’s heart has a powerful effect on the reader.   How would you describe this effect? [How does it make you feel?]










                     [2]

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________             4b.  How does the author, Bram Stoker, achieve this effect?                    



        [1]
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
4c. Give two quotations from the text to support your answer to 4b.




       [2]
[i] “________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________”
[ii] “_______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________”

5.  In paragraph 2, line 8, the writer called the stake which Arthur has driven into Lucy’s heart as “the mercy-bearing stake”. Why do you think he describes it as “mercy-bearing”?



        [1]
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6.  Read paragraph 2 again: “The Thing in the coffin… … ” IN YOUR OWN WORDS, describe the “Thing” in the coffin.                                 








       [2]
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
7. Read paragraph 4 again: “The hammer fell from Arthur’s hand… …´  What evidence is there that putting the stake through Lucy’s heart was a terrible experience for Arthur? 




       [1] __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
8.  Why do you think Lucy is called “The Thing” in the coffin?




      [1]
__________________________________________________________________________________

9. How did the “Thing” in the coffin change once Arthur had killed it? Use your own words.

      [2]
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
10. When Van Helsing came to comfort Arthur, how did Arthur react? Use your own words.

       [1]
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Why do you thing the writer and the professor sent Arthur out of the tomb after he had kissed Lucy for the last time?










       [1]
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What did the author and the Professor do after Arthur and Quincy had left the tomb?

       [1]
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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